The Danger of Mental Illness Stereotypes – Seminar

Directions:  Analyze the text on the reverse side of this handout and consider each of the following questions.  It is important that you have read the text carefully and prepared notes on your opinions, arguments, or questions regarding the reading.  Round Robin questions indicate they each student will be asked for an oral response.  

Opening Questions

1. Which stereotype in the text seems most accurate in its connection?  (round robin)

2. Which stereotype in the text seems least accurate in its connection?  (round robin)

3. What are some other mental illness stereotypes that exist outside of this text?

4. How do you feel about using humor to convey information people don’t typically discuss?

Core Questions
5. How do you think this piece would be viewed by someone suffering from a mental illness?

6. Do you think any mental illness stereotype in this piece could be offensive, if so which one?

7. Are mental illness stereotypes ever beneficial?  
8. Why do you think our society regularly portrays mental illness in a stereotypical way, or negative way?

9. Are you familiar with any mass media portrayals of mental illness in a negative light that can be shared?  

Closing Questions:

10. Overall, does this text help or hurt the stigma of mental illness in our society?  (Round Robin)

11. Is it valuable to portray mental illness in a stereotypical way to get the point across?  
Post Seminar Assignment:

· Using technology, find 1 portrayal of mental illness in a positive light and 1 portrayal of mental illness in the ever recurring negative light.  

· Analyze and discuss the impact on society’s overall acceptance or disregard towards mental illness.  Two paragraph minimum.  Use specific evidence and examples to strengthen your argument.  

 [image: image1.emf]
